
Back row (left-right): Amy Killian (Tyler Elementary), Stephanie Smith-Durkin (Lindsay Middle), Sybil Gordon 
(Forrest Elementary), Sheri Anderson (Cary Elementary), Regina Ryan-Williams (Smith Elementary), Diane 
Campbell (Bassette Elementary), April Howard (Andrews PreK-8), and Cynthia Ducar (Booker Elementary). 
First row (left-right): Jasmin Royal (Aberdeen Elementary), Adrienne Woods (Machen Elementary), Chanda Epps 
(Title I Coordinator-Family Engagement), Casey Charette (Tarrant Elementary), and Helema Vandivier (Bryan 
Elementary). 
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The Hampton City Schools (HCS) Title I Program is dedicated to providing quality 
education for every student. To accomplish this goal, we strive to develop and 
maintain partnerships with parents and community members. The HCS Title I 
Family Engagement Program is committed to engaging parents and community 
partners in all aspects of children’s learning experiences. Students and parents will 
be provided opportunities to help ensure their child’s academic success through the 
development and enhancement of home and school partnerships. 

To ensure effective engagement of parents/guardians, and to support a partnership 
among the school and community, every Title I school has on staff a Family 
Engagement Specialist leading the school’s Family Engagement Program and 
managing the Family Resource Center. 

An essential component of the program is to provide numerous volunteer and 
leadership opportunities for parents/guardians and community/business partners to 
be engaged in the school community. This program actively promotes services and 
resources available to families and also recruits parents/guardians, volunteers and 
community/business partners that reflect the diversity of our school district. 

 

 

Our Mission: 
The Hampton City Schools Title I Family Engagement Program strives to collaborate 

with schools and the community to support school goals, empower families, and 
increase student academic and social success. 

 
Program Initiatives 

 

• G.R.O.W. Visits 
(Getting  
Resources & 
Opportunities for the 
Whole family)  

• Using Technology to 
Engage Families 

• Community Engagement: 
Working Together for 
Student Success 

• Family Literacy 
• Watch D.O.G.S. & 

Watch M.O.M.S. 
Parent/Guardian 
Volunteer Programs 

 

District Events 
• 3rd Annual S.E.E.D.S 

“Back-to-School Kick-off” 
Family & Community 
Resource Fair  

• Family Engagement 
Action Team Professional 
Development Session 

• Annual Title I Parent 
Advisory Council Meeting 

• Annual Title I Parent 
Survey 

• Promoter of Excellence 
• Spring Family Learning 

Project Event at the 
Virginia Air & Space 
Center 

• VA Arts Festival “Family 
Field Trips” 

Family, School, and Community Engagement: 



        HCS Title I family Engagement program 

 

Kudos to our 2014  
TITLE I volunteers & 

community partners 
of the year! 

 

Mrs. Valerie Jackson 
Parent Volunteer  

Bassette Elementary 
 

Ms. Susan Cowling 
Volunteer 

Tyler Elementary 
 

Ivy Memorial Baptist 
Church 

Community Partner  
Machen Elementary 

 
2014 Title I district 

partners: 
 

Mrs. Angela Rabie 
ESL Family Engagement Specialist 

Langley Elementary School 
 

Pastor Gail Roberts-House  
Open Door Full Gospel  

Baptist Church 
 

Mrs. Rita White 
Transition Specialist 

Hampton City Schools   
 

Mrs. Synethia White 
Executive Director 

Y. H. Thomas Community Center 
 

Thank you again for your 
outstanding contributions to our 

Title I schools during the 
2013/2014 school year! 
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The Family Engagement Specialist 
collaborates with the school staff to: 

• Plan, coordinate, and implement 
Family Engagement Program at 
each Title I school.  

• Serve as a liaison and provide 
support to parents/guardians 
prior to and/or during school 
meetings, such as School 
Intervention Team (SIT) or 
Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP). 

• Recruit parents and 
representatives from school, 
business and community agencies 
to participate on the school’s 
Action Team for Partnerships. 

• Create flyers and other 
marketing materials to promote 
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events and the Family Resource 
Center. 

• Promote parent and 
community volunteerism. 

• Cultivate community 
partnerships with faith-based 
organizations, businesses, and 
non-profit organizations that 
offer services to meet the needs 
of families. 

• Conduct G.R.O.W. visits as a 
means to build relationships 
with parents and to provide 
additional academic 
support/resources. 

• Coordinate family events and 
parent workshops that support 
school goals and address key 
academic areas of focus. 

Family Engagement Specialists 

Congratulations to Ms. April Howard, 
Family Engagement Specialist at Andrews 
PreK-8 School, for being awarded the 2014 
George Irby Mini Grant for Region 2 of the 
Virginia Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators. This award will 
fund Andrews’ 2015 Spring Break Reading 
Challenge. This activity will promote 
reading, learning at home, and family 
engagement during the 2014-15 school year 
Spring Break. Students will be challenged to 
read more than they would normally read 
during a break. In addition to reading 
books, students will complete activity 
packets that will consist of worksheets, 
family activities, and interactive websites.  
 

What is Title I?  Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act provides financial assistance to state and local educational agencies to 

meet the needs of children that require educational assistance. The goal of Title I is to provide instructional services and activities to meet the 

needs of children identified as failing or most at risk of failing the state’s challenging performance standards. 

Spotlight on Family engagement 
specialist (FES): Ms. April Howard  



  

Strengthening Family & School Partnerships:  
Title I Home & School Compact Format 

 
As a requirement of the Title I Family Engagement Policy, the Title I 
Home & School Compact establishes a partnership between educators, 
parents, and students.  For each partner, the compact identifies 
specific actions that will support students in reaching state proficiency 
levels.  The federal law, Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA), requires that all schools receiving Title I funds develop and 
implement a home and school compact. 
 

We have revitalized our home and schools compacts by making them 
grade-level specific, data-driven, and connected to the school’s goals. 
This new format also focuses on the shared ownership of student 
achievement and engages all stakeholders in the process of developing 
an effective compact. 
 

Our compacts: 

• Link to the goals of the school’s School Learning Plan and grade-
level achievement data 

• Provide strategies families can use at home to strengthen students’ 
skills 

• Be written in a family-friendly language with meaningful input 
from teachers, families and students 

If you have questions or haven’t received your 14/15 Home & School Compact or 
school family engagement policy, please contact your school’s Family Engagement 
Specialist. 

Did you know... 

• That every Title I school district and Title I school is required to have a written family engagement policy developed jointly 

with, and approved by parents? 

• That Title I schools are responsible for holding meetings to discuss family engagement policies, programs, and activities with 

flexible hours designed to accommodate working parents? 

• Parents must be involved in deciding how Title I funds are allotted for family engagement programs and activities?  

• The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (formerly known as No Child Left Behind) provides funds for Title I schools to 

use to help parents/guardians better understand: 

o Virginia’s student academic achievement standards, 
o Virginia’s student academic assessments, 
o Title I, Part A requirements, 
o How to monitor progress, and 
o How to work with educators to improve the achievement of their children? 

 

In order to best support children, schools, 
families, and communities must work together 
(Washington Reading Corps). The Title I 
Family Engagement Program’s Family Literacy 
Initiative, “Learning at Home,” will focus on 
promoting and providing activities to families 
that will effectively increase parental 
engagement and strengthen the home and school 
relationship. 
 

Dr. Joyce Epstein (National Network of 
Partnership Schools) describes “learning at 
home” as schools giving ideas and information to 
parents about how to effectively help their 
children with schoolwork or participate in 
educational activities at home. 
 

Our goal is to provide workshops and events 
that create interactive literacy experiences for 
families that will also equip parents/guardians 
with skills to support learning at home while 
building on their own strengths.  
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Hampton City Schools 
Title I Family Resource Centers 

 
 
Aberdeen Elementary     825-4460 

Andrews PreK-8    268-3417 

Bassette Elementary  727-1731 

Booker Elementary  848-2241 

Bryan Elementary  727-1215 

Cary Elementary  848-2374 

Forrest Elementary  896-6716 

Lindsay Middle   896-6601 

Machen Elementary  727-2910 

Smith Elementary  850-6898 

Tarrant Elementary   896-7800 

Tyler Elementary  850-5086 

 

Hampton City Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color national origin, sex, disability, age or other protected classes in its programs and activities 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-

discrimination policies: Robbin A. Ruth, Executive Director of Human Resources, One Franklin Street, Hampton, VA 23669, 757-727-2300. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Virginia’s Standards of Learning accountability program includes a 

commitment to informing the public of the progress of schools in 

raising student achievement and enhancing the learning 

environment. Online report cards for schools, school divisions, 

and the Commonwealth include data on student achievement by 

grade, subject and student subgroup and information on other 

indicators of school quality. To view your school’s report card 

visit:  https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/reportcard/ 

How to access your school’s 
report card 

Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) and Watch 

M.O.M.S. (Moms of Marvelous Students) Parent/Guardian 

Volunteer Programs 

To enhance our current efforts to increase parent engagement in Title I 

schools, we have implemented two parent/guardian volunteer 

programs.  To support our program initiative to increase “father 

involvement” the Title I Family Engagement Program has implemented 

the Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students). To not exclude our 

moms, we also have our Watch M.O.M.S. (Moms Of Marvelous 

Students) Programs to engage our moms as well. Parents/guardians 

(and all other volunteers) are required to participate in their school’s 

Volunteer Orientation prior to volunteering, so please be sure to 

contact the school’s Family Engagement Specialist for more 

information. 

For more information about the Hampton City 
Schools Title I Family Engagement Program, 
please contact: 

Chanda J. Epps, Title I Coordinator of Family Engagement 
1 Franklin Street Hampton, VA 23669 
Office: (757) 727-2024 Fax: (757) 727-2028 
cepps@hampton.k12.va.us  
 
 
John Caggiano, Ed.D., Executive Director of Elementary 
School Leadership & Compensatory Programs 
1 Franklin Street Hampton, VA 23669 
Office: (757) 727-2090 Fax: (757) 727-2032 
jcaggiano@hampton.k12.va.us  

Stay connected:  Download the free HCS Title I Schools App  
• Keep up with your school’s latest events and announcements. 
• Log-in and check your child’s grades from your smartphone. 
• Access your school’s family engagement specialist and  
 family resource center. 

iPhone Android 


